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' To his Highneſs the Lord Protector, of 
© England, Scotland, and om \ with 
 . * his Honourable Conncell, AB 
The Caſt of the Town of Reading ftated,, with their juſt and ſerious - 


© complaints againſt an unjuſt and infer ious people, who ſtile themſelves 
. Mimiſters of the Goſpel, viz.Chriſtopher Fouler, azd Simon Ford. 
As alſo againſt the Commiſſieners for Ejetting [candalons Miniſters, 
in the County of Berks, for their partiality and ating in the natere of 
an gy or high Gommiſſion Court : With a: brief relation of 
divers Miniſters and Fuſtices of Corporations, crnel and wnchriſtian 
uſage of all ſuch harmleſſe godly people as differ from them in judge.. + 
- ment ;, Printed eſpecially for the more convewent peruſal of his High-. 
| neſſ e and Councel, by one that would willingly do goed far bis Connery . 
 ' #n love to the truth, who ſubſcribes nimſelf,  _ + % 


Ranus Mofi Rich Scus pheche. | 


" May it pleaſe your Highneſs with your Honorable Copncel, : 
T\Oraſmuch as the only wiſe God , Creator and Governaur af - 
4 all things, (for reaſons to himſelf beſt knawn).hath pur under: 
- theGovernmentand Protection of your Highneſs and Cann: }. 
' ' cel thePeople of three great Nations, *cis but thedutyof. all: 
perſons,of what Rank and Quality ſoeyer, according to their ſeveral - 
abilities, places, and callings, from timeto time, as occaſion andop.. - 
pdrtugity ſhall be offered, to contribute towards the ſuppareatian 
and bearing of ſo great a burthen, as now lies upon the ſhoulders of 
your Highneſs and Councel, ſo that under your care and tuitian we : 
_Inay enjoy a quiet, Peaceable, godly life and converſation; whichin. 
order thereunto ( as] indy conceive ) every one ( as a faithfull - 
Watchman) ought to be ready , upon the firſt ſight of any evill or 
- danger neer approaching your Highneſs and People. of this Com-.' 
monwealth, to pie a true and impartial rgport thereof, that. there. 
_ _nppnthe Sword of Juſtice, in thehand of your Highnoſsand Coun 
. cel, tay bedrawnforth, tor the peeſervation of your felves and Peg» 
ple, over whom Godharh gvenyhucharge, without which, *tivie=. 
; Polibleghoſoiſeof JBkoMouſtbe keptoqual,(andif por _—_ 
g veb d: 
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a things will ſoon ( as 


WEE F: 


Law makes the difference betwixt:-goodandevil ) fo *tis the due exz- 


cution thereof , thar preſerves both the Governors and Governed , 
take away the Law, and every man will berome a Law unto himſelf 4 


which in the depraved condition of humane nature , muſt needs pro. 


_ duce many great enormities, Luſt will become a Law, and Envy will 


become a Law, Covetouſneſs and Ambition will become Laws, as 
once ſaid that gallant Engliſhman Mr. Py, and truly the bur. 


then of which unreaſonable Laws do the p2ople now groan under in* 


ROI fall into confuſton? (becahſe mth - 


theſe parts of the Country wherein we live, foralmuch as Luſt, Envy, 


Ambition and Covetouſneſs are put in execution amongſt us for 
Laws,and that by perſons here next ſpecified,v;z.The Commiſſioners 
for ejeting ſcandalous Miniſters, 8&c. in the County of Berks, with 
the Juſtices of Corporated Towns, and Parochial Minifters , thein. 
fluence of whoſe feditious DaErine upon. the hearts of the foreſaid 
perſons, hath cauſed no ſmall diſturbance and damage to the Inhabi. 
rants of the Town of Reads, in the Cone aforeſaid, as by this en- 
tuing relation may more fully appear, which for better information 


of your Highneſs and Councel, I ſhall, if God permit, with ſobriety | 


impartially, as briefly as may be, humbly preſent to view of your 


Highneſs and Councel, the indire& and unrighteous actions of the * 


aforeſaid perſons , which indeed are ſcandalous to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion (by us profeſſed) oppreſſive to the people, with diſhonor tothe 
Authority of the Nation, and conſequently prejudicial to your High- 


nes and Councel, as alſo in the cloſe, deſtructive to the Common-' 


wealth, the diſcovery of which to publike view of your Highneſs and 


Councel, is for no other end then publike good , and not without 
ſome confidence , but that the only wiſe God, and mover unto al 
SooU things, will ſtir up your hearts.in wiſdome, to ſtop the cur- 
rant of ſo.great abominatjons before it gangreen to the deltru- 
ion of the whole body , which will aſſuredly follow, 1f not pre- 
vented by the due execution of Juſtice upon fuch notorious offen- 
coey, whoſe ations I ſhall diſcover under theſe particular heads fol- 
owing, - | 

Wo Wherein is laid down the illegal and unjuſt proceedings of the fore- 


ſnid'Commiſſiners , inthe caſe of Chr. Fouler, a ſcandalous Miniſter. 


2. The ſaid Commiſſioners waving Articles againſt the ſaid Fouler, 


before them exhibited, and there þ tting tn the nature of the Spatiſh In- 
wi itron, or high-Commiſſion Conrt, upon the Proſecutor of the ſaid Ar. 


ficles, 


3, Their 


Proſtentey, and alſo re ad. 
ditional. Articles againſt the ſaid Fouler , tothem: tendered þ _ 
Complamant.. 0 2 Be GE 
4. T he wotes and reſolutions concerning the whole buſineſs. , wich the 
grounds and reaſins of divers of the ſaid Commiſſioners diſſenting from 
the foreſard votes and proceeding s thereupon. Ee 
5. The Articles exhibited, with the additional ones tendered (but re- 
fuſed) by the ſaid Commiſſioners, © © re ' 
6. The great diſturbance aud damage to the Inhabitants of. the ſaid 
 Tawnof- w_—y (by reaſon of. the. [#4Chr.Fouler » Fogether with the 
ſaid Simon Ford, wore fully diſcovered. ; | 
7. A brief relaizon of djwers parochial Miniſters and 7uftices-of the 
Peace in Corporatyons, their cruel and unhriftian uſage of all ſuch harm- 
leſs godly people, as differ from:them 11 judgement. =e 
And firſt, whereas there is.one Chr. Foxler,Parſon of Xavries Church 
in Reading, moſt natorieully known'for a frandalous Miniſter, to the 
Sreat diſhenor of the Goſpel.and ſadding the ſpirits of divers ſerigus 
hearted peopleimandneer the! ſaid/Fown;; about the middle of 4 
Trft laſt, Artioſes were drawn up, and exhibited ( againſt the ſaid F 0H = 
 {er.) before the Commillioners for ejeRting ſcandalous Miniſters ; 'in 
- the County of Berks, which Articles were by the ſaid Commiſſioners 
- promiſed to be taken under debate and: conſideration, thethird day 
of Seprember then next enſuing, upon which day the-Commiſlioners 
accordingly met at the Sign of the Bear in Reading aforcfaid, and be- 
_ ing ſer,call'd for the Proſecutor of the Articles againſt M. Foxler, who 
- no ſooner appeared before.them, but the Chairman(to the ſaid Com- 
mtſlioners) demanded of thefaid Proſecator,whether he came againſt 
. the Miniſtery, or the Miniſter, and:thereupon , inſtead of evitring up- 
on the examination of witneſſes, to-prove what truth-was in the-ſaid 
_ Articles againſt Fox/ey, call*d'for a Bible , and withal told the faid 
Proſecutor, that neither he or any.other ſhould eome to profecute a- 
Sainſt any Miniſters, unleſs they tirft took the Oath the Commiſſion- 
_ ers would then adminiſter to him, and accordingly.thefaid Chairman 
held forth the Bible for the ſaid Proſecurar to lay his hand thereon, 
who being a pitiful feeble-ſpirited man, refuſed not, and the faid 
Chair-man pronounced the Oath in theſe words, viz. Tox ſhall fwear 
truly to anſwer to ſuch queſticns the Commiſſioners ſhall now aik you, 
rouching the matter in queſtion, ſo help you God, and toſs the book... 
Com. Who ſer you awark to pat in theſe Articles againſt M.Fouler ? 
Pro. Pray excuſe me in matters againſt my ſelf, for 1 ſhall not _ 
A2 7 om. 
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- byany ſhift they can but avoid. the judgement of man) not mind- 


a Artichs © 
c 


y you put inthe WY Oe 
Pro: 1 was deſived to put them in becauſe he whoſe name it iy them, 


_ 


Pda for London, but here is another now which hath undertake n the 


proſecution thereof. S F 
Com. What do you come againſt, the Miniſter or the Miniſtery 
Pro. The Articles are againſt M.Fouler. DT geY 
Com. Bu do you own the Miniſters, or the Miniſtery ? 
Pro. 1 own ſuch a Miniſtery that is according to the Scriptures, 
Com. Do you own the Miniſters ? | 
Pro. own the Miniſters that are according «0 the Rule of Strip. 
ture. ; 7 FOE” 
Com. But do you own the Parochial Churches and 2ſiniſters of Eng. 
land, to be the true Churches and Miniſters of feſus Chriſt? —_ 
Pro. There be many Churches and Miniſters in England, viz. Inde.. 
pendent, Anabaptiſt, and Presbyterian Miniſters, which do you mean ? 
Com. Do you own the Parechial Churches to be the true Churches, 
and the Parochial Miniſters to be the true Mnifters of Feſus Chrif, 
viz. ſuch as M.Ford, M.Hues, M. Tickle, a»d4M.Fouler are. 
Pro. No, 1 do not own M.Fouler, for if 1 did, then I fhonld not accuſe 
him, for Tbelieve that no true Minifter of feſus Chriſt would give that 
eccaſion of offence, and of an accuſation, as the ſaid M.Fouler avrh. 
Fouler, Ah, you may ſee what mayzer of perſons they are, that come 
againſt the poor Miniſtery of Feſus Chriſt. | 
Com, What, are you the Repreſentative body of thoſe wha are againſt 
M.Fouler ? The Proſecutor anſwered nothing. 
Com. Well, we have doxe with this, come, M.Fouler, what witneſſes 
bave you againſt this man. One of Foulers friends-----We have foure. 
 Fouler himſelf, nay but we have five , all which were ſworn anf 
examined accordingly, but the teſtimony not agreeing, the ſaid Fox- 
ter cry*d out for ſome of his friends to run forth into the ſtreet , and 
call in others, whom he then named, which being done and examin- 


he 


ed, *twas found by the ſaid witneſſes depoſitions, that the ſaid Proſe- 


cutor had uttered ſeveral fooliſh and atheiſtical words, divers years 


fnee, for which they deemed him worthy to be ſent to priſon, and 


. accordingly cal'd the Conftable to carry him away,all which(inrea- 
- fon) could favour of nothing elſe but corruption and partiality. 


For admit the man was a wicked perſon(as upon their own account) 


muſt ir needs follow, that the aid Foxler was thereby innocent ; 


but _( ſo little feare of God is there before their eyes, if 


ing 


# 
| 


ing the ſcandal and reproach unremoved from the Goſpel : notwith- 
ſtanding their fiery zeal, perſecute all-that differ from them, under 
colour of their good willto the honourof God; yet therein with 
one of their own creatures they could diſpence all , though' his , the 
faid Foxlers wickedneſs,did moſt apparently appear to all that ſhould 
hear thereof, forasmuch as he could not indure the touchſtone or trial, 
that being an infallible token of guilt; Nevertheleſs (though they had 
daſht out of countenance that poor feeble-ſpirited man,who was rea- 
dy to fall dead before them, by their taunting language towards him, 
et there ſtood up one Chr. Cheeſwan , with certain Papers which 
e held forth to the ſaid Commillioners, uttering himſelf in theſe 


- words, viz. Gentlemen, If any thing be worththe proſecution, this 


is; for as you pretend (by your fitting here) to acquit the innocent, 
and condemn the tranſgreflors ,. And iffo, chin forely there can be 
no greater encouragewent for you ta receive in theſe Articles, and to 
ſcan the truth thereof, that ſo you may here clear up his innocen- 
cy, which in conſequence will remoye the ſcandal from the Goſpel : 
or if you find him guilty, to mauifeſt impartial Juſtice, for if the 
Articles contained in theſe Papers be true, . Mr. Foxler is the greateſt 
offendor here : if not, then will lye at ſtake, therefore pray receive 
them in. To this purpoſe I ſay, did Cheeſman boldly, and contident- 


ly argue the caſe, but they would not receive in the ſaid Articles ; 


whereupon the ſaid Cheeſman departed the Court, and my ſelf. Con- 
fidering the evil conſequence of ſuch unchriſtian a&tions,and whatjuſt 
occaſion *rwill give to the enemies of the Goſpel to ſay, we pretend 
wars with other Nations, (which indeed is moſt juſtifiable , when 
ood is really intended to mankind)to take off the Inquiſition Court, 
when as we ſuffer ſuch things amongſt our ſelves, therefore (1 fay) 
I could not avoid application to your Highneſs, and Councel, hoping 
that God would enable you, ( putting by all diffidence and 
carnal fear) to make a good: advantage thereof, to the comfort 
of all people under your care and Government. And ſo much for 
this. In the next place followeth, 'the Votes of the ſaid Commiſli- 
oners, with the Grounds and Reaſons of divers diſſenting Commiſ- 
ſioners thereunto. | 

1. Refolved by the Cemmiſſioners,That no Article of igyorance,errer, 
or tnſufficiency, ſhall be received in againſt any Miniſter that is an Aſſi= + 


ſtant. And firſt becauſe they are equal 7udges with the Commiſſioners. 


And ſecondly, becauſe his Highneſs and Councel Has judged them ſuſf- 
cient and therefore thetr ſulfoiony unqueſtionable. Th 
A 3 LOOP 


 bebrought in againſt Mr.Fouler, that were formerly brought in, the Pro- 

. ſtcutor thereof being ſo wicked a man, as be ts juaged by the Commiſſi- 
- one75 ts be, The Grounds and Reaſons. of the difſeriting Commt- 
| OO from the aforeſaid Votes and Reſolutions, are as follow- 
CT, V42, INCES I 


_ the liberty of E»g/iſ> men , to examine a man upon Oath againſt 
| himfelf, and more eſpecially, when the Oath tends not only to the 


from the ſaid Vote, and Reaſons thereof, 0o  _ ting "I 
1. HisHighneſs and Councels Ordinance, makes. them not equal 
Judges with the Commiſtioners, but atiftants only, and that when 
called thereunto. | ; 424 oe 
2. His Highneſs and Councel knows moſt of them, by report of 
friends#n each County, who. procured their nomination there, and ſo 
could not particularly approve of them, much;leſs judg them conſtant. 
and immutable in their lufficiency. ' _ > 
3. The fouls of people that areunder Miniſters that are Afﬀiftants; 
are equally precious with thoſe that are-under Miniſters, who: are wo 
Aſliftants. andakke liadle to deendangered by ignorance and erray. 
therefore to be tookeare of in-this kind, as well as. other, 7 
| 4. The Ordinance for removing ofall ſcandalous, ignorant,and in. 
ſufficient Miniſters, - cannot be taken for removing ſome only, and t9 


eſtabliſh orhers irremovable. © ooo 
2. Reſolved by the'Commiſſioaers, that: they. will. reces ve in: 16: Com | 
plaint againſt any Miniſter, unlefs fſaech Complamant firſk takg:the Qath 
Then muade and tendered ; aud to ackuowttage upon Oath, whether they 
owned the Parochial Churches and Miniſters, to be the true Churthes 
and Miniſters of Feſwus Chriſt, yea, or n0.? Ls: 7 
3. ReſoPved by the Commiſſioners, that no Complainant ſhall be heard, 
before he hath put ia ſecurity. to-the party accuſed., to make good all the 
Artic les, | rd gt gt no EEE 
4. Reſolved by the Commiſſioners , that witneſſes be call'd and ex- | 
amined againſt the Proſecutor . which being done accordingly , they ad- 
ded ths. 
5. Reſolved by the Commiſſioners, that none of the ſaid Articles ſhall | 


r. Becaule ?ris:contrary to the: Ordinance, by which we are inveſted 
with power to a, and directed in- our actions; we are to examine | 
two or more witneſfes upon Oath, not the Proſecutor. 

2. Becauſe*tis contrary to and againſt the Lawes of England, and 


purging of a man, couchinghisnutward words and fa&, but his moſt 
Private thoughts and Judgement. - 3, Becauſe 


—— 


3. Becauſe 'tis againft the nature of an, Oath it ſelf, which is}, to 
putanend toa controverfie, by confirming the teſtimony. of the wit- 
neſs, but carinot of the Proſecutor. NE Een i * 

4. Becauſe it cuts off the Teſtimony of all , or moſt of the podly 
Congregational Independents, and other the conſcientious People of 
England , to put the Query to them upon Oath , before.they be per- 
mitted to ſpeak in any Caſe or Complaints'of any. Grievance , Whe- 
ther they acknowledge the Miniſtery of the Church of England, and - 
Parochial Churches and parochial Minifters , to be the true Churches 
and Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt , by which means the moſt conſiderable 
part of the Nation , whoſe Liberties are as Precious as theirs, and 
who have had as great a fhare inthe expence.of their bloud and trea- 
fare , to gain their common Rights and Liberties, are deprived-of all 
teſtimony , in either of their Lives Eſtates, or Relations, in what cafe 
of Juſtice ſoeyer, their Complaints may not be heerd , nor their Evi- 
dence taken. a La bes 

5. It hath an appearance of Judging the Caſe before it be heard, 
the apetion upon Oath being put , not only in general, bnt perſons 
particularly nominated , -concerning whom the preſent tranſactions 
are, viz,Do you own Mr. Ford, Mr.Tickel, Mr. Haes, and Mr. Fox- © 
ler to be the true Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt > - | 
| 6. Becauſe we are not to try Proſecutors, but Miniſters, and ſchool- 
maſters are the ſubject of our trial, according to this Commiſtion. 

7. The wickedneſs of the accuſer , cannot take away the:offence of 
the accuſed. 

8. Becauſe our work is to remove, and take away ſcandal from 
the Goſpel and Miniſters , but this is the way to continue and faſten 
t.for ſecurity cannot heal their \names,it only fills-their Purſes in caſe 
of forfeiture, but whilft ſecurity, either-out 'of -the illegality thereof, 
or inability of the Proſecutor , the offender keeps off the clearing ot 
himſelf, the ſcandal and reproach continues thereby on the Goſpel. 

9.Becaule *cis contrary to the end aimedat in the Ordinance,which 
is to clear godly and able Miniſters, and removiug- others, but when 
ſecurity is more my after thei ctearing'rhe Perſon, *rwill open the 
mouths.of ſome to ſay, that damage of eſtate is more tood upon then 
blemiſh to the Goſpel, the removing of which. ſeems-to be the end 
atmedat in the Ordinance of his Hiphnefs and Councel. 

10, Becauſe Juſtice is a _ Line, equally exrended tp ally and 
this never was the manner of the Commuſſioners eqn in any 
tormer caſe. And now followeth the Articles againſt the ſaid Chrifb- 
Pher Fouler, Impr: 
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ITmpr. That the [aid Chr. Foultr & a falſe, atd frauds 

þx wends OY e 4 petition Fe wp to df Part. made the 5.Blig: 
14«cþ,) in the. name of the Mayor,end well-affeFcd of Reading,and delivered thy 
ſaid petition to the hr ens. ron for . ejefting' fcandalow Miniſters , inthe 
County of Berks; and thereupott oktained an ordergunder their Hands and Seals, 
for ejefting the preſent Schoolmafter, by which evil praftiſe,both the title of the 
School-mafler, and the title of the (\orporation, was drawn into queſtion, to the 
great diſquies of the Inhabitants of the ſaid Town, ED, 

2. The ſaid Chr. Fouler # & moſt notorious Liar, and flauderer of his neighboy s, 
and did falſly affirm, that there were none which ſtood for, or defired the preſenz 
School-maſter, but a few malignants, and a few Seflaries , when he was cha. 
ſen by the major part of «Aldermen, in whoſe right the power of choife did then 
tye, with the conſent of the' people. RO CRT 

3-lrem, The ſaid Ch. Fouler about four years fince,did invent a lye to jerſwade 
4 man 10 baptize his child,ſaying,he had been with another man,whom he the ſaid 
Fouler did then name;and had convinced him of the lawfulneſs of baptiſm of ip. 
fants, although that the ſaid Fouler, had then affirmed to the ſaid man, tharbap. 
zifm of Infants was no Ordinaxce of Feſms (ſhrift: netther was there either pre. 
cept, or precedent throughout the word of God for it.Nevertbeleſs the ſaid Fou., 
ter 7 "a Infants 0 this very day, and rails againſt all that will uot prafiiſe 
the ſame. | be | 


FO 
that he was a wicked man, and did deny Fe ſus Chrift to be God , and ifiernet 


-judice of the State at 'that time z- and: tbecauſe the faid gentleman would not 
grant him'hi requeſt, the faid Fouler threatned to regr-7t out of the. ſaid gently- 
mans throat. + : ee” KB, s 
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6. Item, That the faid Chr. Fouler, to the ora fcandal and dif- 
honor of the Goſpel, did refuſeto pay ſeven pounds which he 
owed a poor Shomaker, living 1n the ſaid County of Berks , but 
did force him to a Suit at Law, and when the faid poor man had 
brought his caſe to Tryal,and his Witneſſes in Court, Foxler prof- 
fered agreement with him , without further proceeding ar the 
Law ; and thereupon thinking the ſaid Fox/er had meant honeſt- 
ly , the poor man ſent his Witneſſes forth of Court , who being 
no fooner oem but Foxler cauſed the Tryal to-go forward, and 
Non-ſuited the poor man , which forced him to further trouble 
and charges, in bringing. his cauſe to another T ryal,” and then 
baving his Witnefles in Court again-, the ſaid Fogl& deſired a- 
oreement by way of Arbitration, which the poor man agreed 
unto alſo, and thereupon the caſe was refer'd to two men.to ar- 
bitrate the-ſame, according'to the joynt conſent, both of Zoxler, 
and the faid poor man , which Arbitrators fent their Award to 
Fealer by a Gentleman unployed for the poor man , bur Fox/ler 
did then pretend he had no leifure to peruſe the ſaid Award , de- 
firins the ſaid Genaleman to come to him ſome few honrs after- 
wards, which he did accordingly,” in which time the ſaid Foxler 
had taken his horſe, and was gone forth of Town , whereupon 
the aid Gentleman was forced to make a journey two or three 
daies afterwards to Reading , to demind the poor mans money, 
according to the Award of the ſaid Arbitfators, and then the 
faid Fowler refuſed to ſtand to the ſaid Award (though*twere his 
own deſire at firſt) by reaſon whereof the poor man was-forced 
to bring his cauſe to another hearing , and having his Witneſſes 
in Court again, Fox/e7 then pleaded he would ſtand to the Award 
of i the ſaid Arbitrators, which for quietneſſe ſake, and becauſe 
ſo much wickedneſſe appeared 1n the ſaid Foulcr , the poor man 
agreed unto, being ebout two years ſince. . . —_ 

10. Item, That the ſaid Chriftopher Foyler, out of a covetous 
mind, in the time of the late wars., detnanded money of a man 
inReading, a Pariſhioner of the ſaid Foxlers , formarrying the 
faid man,. when he the ſaid Foxler did riever marry the ſaid man, 
but he was married in another Pariſh, yet neverthelefſe the ſaid 
Fouler forced the ſaid man 'to give him ſeven ſhillings-and fix 
-Pence ; which Articles is worthy the Obſervation; $ecaule I re- 
Et 4 B, | member 


" Sen. "2 
q: Member that Filter did charge DoQtor Pordig for covetouſneſſs | 
: hy in taking fve ſhillings for marrying a couple * when he himſelf 
| { zad forced ſeven ſhillings and ſix pence from thoſe he never mar. 
ried. SY 
x1. [tem, That the ſaid Chriſtopher F nl me aſpirit of Ma- 
| || k gnancy and diſaffeQions, did refuſe to give thanks for the great | 
[ | ViRory God was pleaſed to give our Army againſt the Scots ax 
} Danbar, and when a frietid was .defired ( by ſome friends to the 
Army}-to-preach, the ſaid Fowler lock'd up*the Church doors, 
and would not ſuffer him. | 
12. The faid Chriſtopher Foley , being by Authority required : 
to give thanks, for that great, and ever to be remembred, Vicg. | 
ry againſt the Scots, at Worceſter ; did expreſfe much difaffeRiong 
and flightings, both as to Authority , aud the- mercy of delive. 
rance, uttering himſelf in theſlewords, when hecame to preach at 
Aaries Church in Reading, vIZ.. I came not here in Obſervations of 
the Parliaments.Gommands , for their pawer I fear not, and to give 
thanks 1 dare net. 
13. Item, That the faid Chriftopher Foxter did about that time 
alſoxefuſe to take the Engagement. SE 
74. That the ſaid Chriſtopher Foyler ('in the year 1650. ) did 
both privately and publikely , when the Scots invaded this Nati- 
on, expreſſe' much diſaffeftions to the Army and preſent Go- 
yernment, both in is words 2nd ations, tothegreat incourage. 
ment of the diſaffected, , and when aſliſtance , by way of con- 
tfibution, was by Authority of the ſaid Foxler demanded, for re. 
pelling and beating back the ſajd Scots, Fox/ey denied the ſame, 
which cauſed much trouble to the Officers of the ſaid Town , to 
force, by way of diſtreſſe, from the ſaid Foxler , that which Aw 
. -hority had impoſed on him , towards the. preſervation of this 
Commonwealth. | 
15. That the faid C wn po Fouler is falſe and ſeditious in bis | 
Dottrine; and hath ſeveral times preached in the foreſaid. X{x- | 
ries Church in Reading, That it is lawful for a godly man, not on- 
ly to hate the fin, but the perſon of a wicked man; andthat with | 
A deadly hatred, evenasa Toad, or any thing a man would d«- | 
roy, a moſt deſtructive Doctrine to Humane Society. ES 
. 16, Thayhe faid Chriſtopher Fowler doth uſually in his Pulpit, | 


— 


TY (from. | 


{from a ſpirit of rage atdinloleney ) ail againſt all forts of men 
chat are not of his judgement, as M. Baxter of Worceſterſhire. 
M. ?obhn Goodwin , and divers others, whom he mentions in his 
Sermons, and very often, moſt unchriſtian-like , *calls them by 
theſe names, Viz. Rogues, Villains, and Dogs, to the corrupting 
ofthe page manners of many of his Hearers, and to the oreat 
ſcandal of the Goſpel. | 

17. The aid Chriſtopher Fouler (with much pride and inſolen- 
cy ) doth frequently in his diſcourſe abuſe þ6th his Superiours 
and Inferiours, by thefe unchriſtian ; names following , viz. 
Knave, Rogue, Dog, and ſuch like, to the great diſhonor of the 
Goſpel, and reproach of the publike Miniſtery. _ 

18. The ſaid Chriftepher Foxler 1s a contentious and quarreſ- 
ſome perſon, and that from a crueland unmerciful ſpirit , he did 
kill one of his Neighbours Hogs , and threatened to .poyſon a- 
____ of his Neighbours Hogs for coming into the Church. 

rd, ng 
« 9. That the faid Fowler is a deceitful and hypocritical per- 
ſon, who pretending love and charity to a poor Miniſter, gave 
him five ſhillings, and afterwards, when there was a colleion for 
the poor Iriſh, ſnatched five ſhillings-out of the baſon , ſaying 
to the Collectors , He gave five ſhillings awhule ago to a poor 
Minifter, and thereby defrauded thepoor Iriſh people. 

20. Item , The faid Chriſtopher Fouler 18-4 profane and igno- 
rant perſon, who about ſix years ſince, did in a diſcourſe pre- 
paratory to the Sacrament., profanely and ignorantly expreſſe 
himſelfe in theſe words., viz. 1 proteſt before Gd , if 1 had this 
Church full of Gold, 1 would wot give two pence. for the faith of 
adherance , to qualifie any man for receiving the Sacrament , 
preſſing, that none were fit , but thoſe who had the faith of aſſs- 
TANCE. 

23. The faid Chriſtopher Fouler , about two: years fince, deli- 
vered publiquely- at -the Funeral Sermon of the Widdow Brax- 
ton, in Hgries Churchaforefaid., that God was the Auzhor of 
all ſin. Ew lanes 1 | PAD 
22, Thefaid Chriſtopher Fouler isa very malicious and cenſo- 
rious perſon, giving much. offence thereby to his Neighbours, 
_ anddid prefumptiouſly undertake, Ry to rules of Scripture, 
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de ce upon both 
vers of his Neighbours, uttering himſelfe in theſe words \ Viz, 
There are four men drapt through the grave, immediately down 
to hell, viz. fohn' Boothe, Old Gees, Guilbirt Braxton, and Mafter 
T horn. ER 


23. Irem, The ſaid ChriFopher Fowler is an Atheiſtical and 


Blaſphemous perſon , who about four years ſince, preaching ar 
the Funeral Sermon of Thomas Philips of ' Reading, Draper, did 


of Luke, viz. I proteſt, if Chriſt were living on earth again , he 
would raſe the [aid Scriptares forth of the buck, and further ad- 
ded theſe words ,. That if he knew the [aid Philips were Cone to 


heaucn, the deareſt friend he had ſhould not have it out of his by. 


forme. 


24. Item, That the ſaid Chriſtopher Foyler 1s a looſe and pro- 


phane perſon, who about three moneths ſince, left hischarge in 
Reading onthe Lords day, and went to a Country.Village , viz. 


Bradfield,and there preached, and after Sermon, was invited to 


dine with one of the Pariſh, at whichtime the ſaid Foxler neg- 
lected to preach in the afternoon, but ſpent the reſt of the Sah. 
bath about enquiring after Tythes, and Rents of Parſonages, and 
payments and disburitments of moneys, wherein he was no way 


concerned, to the great diſfatisfaQion of him that invited him, 


andthoſe that accompanied him there , hethe ſaid Foxler leave- 
ing a veryill favour behind him, to the diſhonor of the Goſpel, 
and fcandal of the publike Miniſtery. SE 


All which Articles, with the ſeveral proceedings thereupon, in 
ſhorr, being — preſented to view of your Highneſs and 
Councel, I ſhall (if 


great abuſes, wrongs, and injuries, the Inhabitants of the ſaid 


"Towne of Reading now groane under , by reaſon ( eſpecially ) 
-of the ſaid Chriſtopher Foyler, together with Simon Ford , the 0- 


ther Minifter,the evil effe&ts of whoſe unwholeſome Do&rine and 
practiſes, hath been moſt apparently ſeen & felt, to thevery great 


damage and diſquiet of the people inand on the ſaidTown;their | 


Sermons, for moſt part, having been 


od permit) inthe next place further pro- 
| ceed, andalſo give (I hope) as clear and faithful account of the 


- moſt blaſphemiouſly exprefſe himſelfe, as he was mentionin 
the eighteenth Chapter of Zz#kze/, and the three and evnciert, 6 


body an d.fou! ofdi. | 


with. little elſe theh- | 
' . © * tnvectives | 


PF 


- entious in their lives, and innofenſive towards all men, yet the 


lineſſe, that would not dance aftex their pipes, or put bread into | 
their mouths , aud who inſtead of being Patrons of g20dneffe, 


" viz; Peacemakers amongſt Neighbours, and. of love , patience, 


hamilit yand fairhfulnefle, without covetoulſneſſe, ſtowing forth 
ro the world the lite and doctrine of Chritt and his Apoftles, 
in their converſations, bath moſt vicibly -appeared the greateſt 
enemies to all the faid graces , and that they have beeu Peace- 
breakers amongſt friends, - by raiſihg of hes, which have cauſed 
much proving and fending, to the diſturbance of many Families, 
is moſt notoriouſly known, none more full of bitterneſſe and ma- 


lice towards all ara od people that are not of their ſtamp, then 


they, and publikely expreſling their implacable hatred towards 
thoſe they in their Pulpits, brand for Heretiques, and Blaſphe-_ 
mers; and as for humility thereis none in them appearing , they 
ate of ſo lofty a proud carriage, that the moſt ignorant of men 
can judge them not to be the Miniſters of Chriſt , but are more 
ready to laugh them to ſcorn, to have them in contempt , for 
ſuch is promifed ſhall be the reward of ſuch falſe Prophets, 
therefore ſmall hopes of their converting ſouls, none more co- 
vetous and unfaithful, none more carnal, and vain in their words 
and diſcourſe then they, their language the ſame of 44d, their 
preaching for moſt part tends to ſow diſcord amongſt brethren, 
andto ftirup faRion, debate, and diviſion where ever they come, 
either in Town or Country, to ſet at variance Neighbour againſt 
Neighbour; yea, ſuch they have been through, whoſe doctrine and 
practiſe (T can ſafely ſay) God has been blaſphemed amongſt the 
people, and yet they brand all ( who frequents not their publike 
meeting houſes)fordiſhonors of God, viz. Azabaprift, Independent, 
Antinomians, Arberiſts,Quakers,8&c.andexclaims againſt them for 
Blaſphemers, though a people peaceable, and undeniable conſci- 


ſaid Miniſters do ſtir up, Mnimate, and exaſper the people againſt 
them, who otherwiſe are of good natures,and would live lovingly 
as Neighbours together, and exhorts the faid people to have no 
ſociety with them, no not ſo much as civil commerſe, or co im- 
ploy themvin any thing, either to teach their children, or in any 
other work whatſoever , for thereby , ſayes the ſaid Foxler Py) 
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Ferd,you maintainthem in cheir hereſie and blaſphemy ; which - | 
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docrine and practiſes are noc only inconſiſtent with the pure and 


undefiled Chriftian Religion, but deſtruRive to humane ſociety, —_ 


therefore all people that are wiſe , ought carefully to beware of 
fuch men, even as of the greateſt engmy to mankind, neither are 
they prejudicial only in theit railing againſt people in the Pulpit, 
and ſtirring up the people one againſt another, but their doctrine 
and rails have had fuch influenceupon the Governours of. 
the ſaid Corporation of Reads, or the major part thereof, thae | 
they will not ſuffer any people, of what quality ſoever, though of 
never ſo great deſerts for ability and integrity , as to the poeſen 
peace al Government of this Nation , and alſo for goodneſſe 
exemplary in their lives and converſations, to enjoy any:the 1j.. 
berties or priyiledges belonging to the Town, either as Freemey 
_ thereof, or Engliſhmen , but force them to live as meer ſtrangers 
and Forraignets, not as Natives, and free Deniſons of England, 
the ſenſe and feeling of which ſlavery and bondage, is more intol- 
lerable to the good people of Reading, then all their late expence 
of bloud, treaſure, and precious time, with their loſſe of Huſ-'. 
bands, Fathers, and children, in their conſtant and faithful adhe. -- 
Trance to the Parliament, Army, and preſent Government, in de- ... 
fence of their ſaid Laws and Liberties,fithence all thoſe things and |. 
relations were freely laid down for preſervation of themſelves, . 
and poſterities; in the future co of their native liber- , 
ties and priviledges. And whereas there hath been many gifts and 
fums of money by well diſpoſed perſons formerly given to be dil. 
poſed of, without refpe& had to the ſeveral judgments and opini- | 
ons of people profeſling Religion, amongſt certain Maids , and 
placing forth poor Boyes, as alſo toinable young men , and o- 
thers, in their way of trade and callings, the ſaid Governours do 
refuſe to let any man enjoy the ſaid liberties and priviledges, or 
have any the ſaid poor boyes, though never ſo able to bring them . 
up , unleſſe they will conſtantly frequent the Church , or. pub- . 
like meeting houſes, to hear the ſaid Ford and Fox/er, notwith- . 
ſtanding their dorine and praiſes are ſo ſcandalous to the Go- | 
ſpel, and contranmatly no way ſuitable for the ſociety of any ſe- . 
rious hearted Chriſtian , as alſo offenſive and burthenſome to all 
moderate people that well coriſfider.the fame; neither will the _ 
Nh og ER —5 0- 
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'ſhip. The 8. of 0&4. laſt , divers poor boyes being by the faid 
Governours to be plac'd forth, two of the ſaid boyes defired they 


| only becauſe they did not frequent the publike men 
nd 


his ſervauts in as good 


aid Governours bear to all diſcentors from their manner of wor 


might be bound Apprentices to their Maſters they then nomina-. 
red but were denied, though the men they deſired were blameleſſe 
in their lives, and able for eſtates to bring them up in their _— 
houſes, 
whereupon one of the boyes, being a deceaſed boy, and had been 
imployed for the ſpace of three or four years by the Maſter he 
then deſived, did beg of the ſaid Governours of the Corporation, 
and implored them with tears,to let him ſerve an Apprenticeſhip 
with his faid Maſter, yet notwithſtanding they would not grant 
the poor boy his ſo juſt and reaſonable requeſt, al 
know the man ſpotleſle (his enemies being Judges)in life and con. 
verſation, and of a very conſiderable eſtate, and alſo doth keep 
quipage, as an 


— they did: 


Tradeſman about the- 
Town, only becauſe he doth not go to their Church , as they calf 


it, ſo often as they pleaſe, the flor boy muſt be deprived of fo 


great. a mercy, as not to enjoy lo pogda Maſter , an injury, the 
we 
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wort of parents would not (ſure) have | 
- when ſome natufal affeRions moved in ſome one or more of the' 


your Highneſſe, that no perſon ſhould be. compel'd to go to the 


«.- 


(fure) have offered to their child. ang; * 


ſaid Governors, to affirm that the ſaid Maſter the boy then deſi- 
red to have, did frequent the.meeting houſe, to hear the ſaid Mi- 
niſters, then others replied, but his wife did not , and thereupon 
they reſolved that no man ( who did not uniform himſelf to the 
publike worſhip ) ſhould for the time to come have any benefit 
of the ſaid priviledges, and as is credibly informed (for they arein 
combination of privaty under a penalty ) all which.evil practiſes 
are too apparently known to be the fruits and effects.of the ſaid 
Ford and Foxlers Miniſtery,and alſo is an apparent breach of your 
Highneſſe Oath, as in the 36.and 37. Article of Government may 
more fully appear, wherein is declared under the ſolemn Oath of | 


publike worſhip held forth in thisNation, by.ariy means wharſo.. 
ever, but ſhould be Protected inthe enjoyment of their liberty, 
provided they a& nothing to the diſturbance of the publike peace, 

or offenſive to their Neighbors,nevertheleſſe theſe men, contrary 

to the ſaid Articles and Oath,do endeavour to force people to the 
publike places of worſhip , orelſe will debar them of thoſe privi- 
ledges that belong to them as Towns-people, a very ſad and moſt 
Srievous oppreſſion, and ſuch a one too, under which many Wid- 
, Fad and Fatherleſſe children now groan, whoſe Husbands and 
Fathers have loft their iives in the fervice of the publike, as like- 
wiſe many honeſt men who have ſpent their times and eſtates in 
defence of the ſaid liberty and priviledges, (for ſuch are thoſe for 
moſt part, that cannot in confctence joyn with the ſaid Miniſters 
in publike, or {their ) places of worſhip, neither is it unknowne 
what buſte-bodies the ſaid perſons have been in the civil affaires of 
the Town, carrying on their own deſigns , with ſome few of the 
Governors, again{t the whole Town, as in the choice of the Bur- 
geſle to ſerve the ſaid Town in Parliament, how unlike the Mini- 
{ters of Jeſus Chriſt Ford and Foxler then acted; and what: un- | 
handſome language they then gave the pzople , even ſuch which | 
no ways became Chriſtians, much leſſe Miniſters of Chriſt., and | 
how deceiptfully the ſaid Fozler carried himſelf before the Com- 
mittee in that buſineſſe, is very well known, and likewiſe how the 
ſaid F;7d about two years and half ſince, behaved himſelf before 
bed tn OL Wt M SOTTORES © API EY. IvN Fen Rt. 
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_ - the Judges of Aſſizes and Country,met together in Zavy 
| at Reading, how heaccuſed and calumniated the moſt fincere profeſe. 
| ſors of godlineſſe(of all degrees and qualities) throyghqutche Nati- 
oa,what lies and falſhoods he then delivered in his Serman before the 
ſaid Judges and Country, to incenſe and exaſperzte them againſt the. 
peoploand truth of God in general,and the Town of Reading in.par- 
ticular, and how much fooliſh, vain, frothy, and caraal diſcourſe he 
had in that Sermon, is moſt.notorioully known,and when the Grand 
Jury at that time call'd for the faid Ferd to make good his charge and. 


6 


accuſation againſt the people of Reaging,and County of Rerks,be had, 
not a word to fay for himſelf, yet nevertheleſle the ſaid Ford had the 
;impudency to put the ſa;zd Sermon, with all the untcurhs & vsly ftuft 
rherein;{ince 1n prigt, under the title of The firſt Fruits of Davids. 
Gevernment. Likewiſe the great trouble and moleſtation the ſaid Mt-. 
niſters bave put the Inhabitants of the Town to, of late, in the caſe 
of theit Freeſchoo|-Mafter, who beinga quiet, peaceable man, and, 
ro ways.approviug of theifpractiſes, which tend to diviſion gr diftur-. 
bance amongf the people , and .belaved, alſo of all the honeſt godly. 
people, aud indeed of the whole Town, which Fad and Fener How 
man-\ike,could not endure. but endeavored.to our the {aid Schrobrws 
fler, nt being the nature of envy and ambition to remove our of it5. 
way all that ſtands in oppoſitian thereunto, that in the rooin thereot 
it might effabliſh ſomthing ofits.own nature., which the ſaid Foxlcr 
and Ford being not able to do by the intereſt rhey had inthe Town, 
Fexler forged a Petition in the namevt the Mayor and well-affeRes, 
of the ſaid Town of Reading,in which Petition he inſerted the $c4co/. 
bouſe under ſequeſtration,and delrvercd the faiq Petition to rhe Com. 
miſtioners for ejeQing ſcandalous Minifters, jn the County of Berk, 
and thereupon®btained an order for. ejecting the faig Schrolpefter, - 
but when the ſaid Commiſſioners met, and had the whole byſireis un-; 
der debate and conſideration, there could be no cauſe made to appear, 
wherefore the ſaid Schoelmafter ſhould be ejeRted, or to provethe 
ne under ſequeſtration, which cauſes the Commiſſioners tg 
deſilt in their further debate thereof, nevertheleſſe the envy and ma-. 
lice of Ford and Fewler being ſuch, and having influence ypon ſome 
of the ſaid Commiſſioners, obtained another day of hearing , 03 
which day alſo nothing could be produced , to prove the ſaid Seboot 
under ſequeſtration,or worthy theTowns decliungthe choice of theiv 
Scholmeſfter , which cauſed the ſaid Ferd 1o to ſwell with enyy ang 
malice, (tor he was Solicitor atthe Court, that be burſt forth in fuch 
approbious language, ſo much to the provocation of MelbaNtges 
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chien preſent; thet*twasa mercy, andifnot-a: marvel; tlieretiad' not: 
| been miſchief done, eſpecially conſidering the inability of human nas. 
ure to paſſe by ſuck injuries, and more eſpecially from ſuch perſons | 
received. This being all at preſent, that he which 1s faithful to your 


Highneſſe and Councel, hath ro communicate in behalf of the Reag.- 
ing People, and fithence I have undertaken to ſpeak, let my Lord and 
Councel have yet a little more Patience, and 1 ſhall ſpeak a word or 
two in behalf of Gods people in genera], and give ſome information 
ro your underſtanding of the great oppreſſions and cruelty thoſe 


people of God, who differ in judgement,now ſtruggle under in theſe 


parts of the Country wherein we live, for as there hath not been (in 
any age) a people walking up more exattly to Scripture rules, and 


fo undeniably conſcientious and blameleſſe, ſo far ascan be diſcerned 


by the judgments of morral men, towards both God and man,ſo the 
ways of God were never more vicibly ftruck againſt then now they 
are through the ſides of thoſe People. * was once your Crown of 
Honor and Glory, Sir, when you could ohly take part with the peo- 


ple of God, by way ofa Sympathy, Oh let not your enemies take a- : 


way your Crown , now there is power enough in your hands to keep 


theſame, and yetſo*tis, that inthe time of this your power, the e. 


nemies of Jeſus Chriſt do with more audaciouſneſle trample upon the 


innocent and harmleſs people of God, thenin many years hereto- 


fore, and this4s the hour of your temptation, the time is now come, 
totry whether you will prore& the people of God, or leave them to 


the arbitrary power and wills of ignorant and corrupt men,who bear 


rule by their riches; but if deliverance come not to the people of 
(God, by your means,'twill come ſome other way, and who knowerh 
whether God has brought you to this place for that purpoſe, it's 
cruth undeniable, that he which ſuffers evil ro-be done, when power 
iS in his hand to prevent the ſame, is-puilty of the fa, as contriver 
and actor thereof. Excuſe my.boldnefſeI pray you Sir, becauſe time 


_new-alls for plainnefſe of ſpeech , and that bright Morning-Star,. 


does begin to appear in the hearts of Gods people, which will dete& 
the falſe Prophet and Deceiver of the people, under what form ſo- 


ever he be, and God does now begin to declare himſelf through the 


mouths of Babes and Sucklings , to confound the wife and mighty; 
and therefore perſecution muſt neceſſarily follow, yea, and we ſee 
rhe beginnings thereofalready, and whether you are the Loſes to 


"keep off this perſecution from the people of God ; time will ſoon 
marufeſt. But asI faid one word togſhow your Highneſs and Coun- 
cla tktrle glimpſe of thatſpirit at enmity with goodneſs; firſt Wonge 
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forch by tlie foreſaid Miniſters, and other of the ſame nature}, and' 
now ding againſt the appearance of truth and holinefſe in any 
- whomſoever, with ſo much abhorrency as can be imagined. I ſhall 
name ſome few of thoſe evil inſtruments which now perſecute Gods 
people, and they are worſe then the Prophet Daniels enemies were, 
for they would not commit him to priſon , or .agy way moleſt him 
without Law for their ſo doing, but theſe viz, H.Freewin of Reading, 
& one Pitman Juſtice of Peace, in Baſingſtoke, with the Mayor of the 
Town, and the Mayor of Newbery, commits outrages and impriſon- 
ments, contrary to the Law of this Nation, and need ( as ſaid be- 
fore) take a wicked man, either in authority, or with a great purſe, 
without humane learning or education, and he is moſt intolerable a- 
monsſt the people, Firit, as for the ſaid Henry Freewin , he is well 
known for an ignorant man,and not able to diſtinguiſh betwixt good 
andevil, and yet full of envy and bitterneſs againſt the leaſt appea- 
:rance of God, and has committed much violence, ang divers impri- 
ſonments, laying violent hands upon innocent peaceable people, and 
halling them to priſon with his own hands, and there Keeping them 
during his own pleaſure, when there has not been the leaſt ſyllable of 
any one Law in England by them broken: And for the faid Juſtice 
Pitman, a bloudy man, who upon examination of a honeſt peaceable 
man, rag they had taken ſpeaking the word of Godto the people) 
| becauſe he would ndt.anſwer to every word he the ſaid Pirman ask- 
ed, bid a hot iron be fetctr'd, to ran him the ſaid man through , at 
which time a Miniſter in Baſingſtcke being preſent at examining the 
ſaid honeſt man, uttered himſelf intheſe words, viz.*7:zs pity there be 
not a Law to hang theſe people, andif there were, he would be Hangman 
himſelf, rather then they ſhould live, meaning thoſe who differ from them 
rs. 94 there being ſome honeſt people living inthe ſaidTown 
of Bafingſtche, met at a private houſe to ſpeak one to the other of the 
word of God, the ſaid P:tman,who hearing therof,& being Juſtice,run 
foaming about the Town as if pofleſt by an evil ſpirit, till he had got 
the Mayor and Conftables tqgether, and then. forcibly entered the 
{aid houſe, and halled forth two men, whom the ſaid Pirmay , with 
the Mayor and Conſtables, triumphantly drive along the ſtreets, ta- 
king part with the rude multitude, in ſcoffing and deriding the inno- 
cent harmleſſe men, whereupon one of the ſaid men turning about, 
{aid to the people theſe words, viz. Have a care what you do, the day of 
the Lord is at hand, and you muſt be judged for all theſe things,at which 
words the faid Pitman laughed and ſcoffed, uttering himſelf in theſe 
words, viz. Ay,the Day of 7ndgment ts a T neſday next, at Wincheſter, 
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fall bb five to bb carried thither : {nd Toon'after thie fiid/Pirmg 
again forcibly did enter another of- his Neighbours houſes, where diy 
vers honeſt people were again ſpeaking of. the: things of God, and: 
by his perſonal power did hall thence-two or three men more to pri, ? 
| fon, and there kept themfor'the ſpace of fifteen weeks , and a Gen. 
| tleman occaſionally talking with the faid P;rmay,andasked him why, 7 
he walked fo conrrary to Law,& committed ſuch violence upon peoy# 
ple that would not turn again, if they were peo ple. chat would give :; 
box for box, at which the taid Pra» uttered himſelf jn theſe words, i; 
viz. By my troth, would twere come to that they would give box for box, 
they ſhould paſſe with all my heart , whereupon the ſaid Gentleman 7 
rook Pirmanin private from his company, and reproved, him, which 
Pitman not enduring,run to his company,& complained, that the ſaid # 
Gentleman falſly accuſed him, in ſaying I did ſwear,whenasI ſaid no, + 
thing but by ny troth ſaid Pirman.l name theſe things purpoſely, be, : 
cauſe your Highneſſe and Councel ſhould underſtand what mannez - 
of perſons they are, that take part with the Miniſters, in perſecuting- 
the People of God : The Mayor of Newbery hath alfo oa . 
a honeſt man to the common Goal of Berk5hire in Readivg, yea,and* 
though he pretend for his ſo doing, becauſe the ſaid man would not. 
- take the Oath of Abjuration, it's talſe, for the ſaid man did proffer to 
take the faid Oath, and did hold up his hand in the preſence of God, | 
calling him to witnefſe, that he did renounce the Pope and his Juriſdi- 
&tion over the Church in genera],& himſelf in particular, yet becauſp 
he refuſed to kifſe the book, the ſaid Mayor of Newbery has commit. 
ted him to the faid G61, where henow lies, ſo that whatever the: 
pretend, their hatred is to thee, O God, for love whereunto hath 
this Author (as he hopes) preſented this Narrative to view of your 
Highneſsand Councel, and ſhall remain faithful to reveal the like a 
bominations, upon all occaſions, when ever the like is offered. 


Reanus Moſt Rich Seur pheche.. 


